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NO COMPLETE RECORDS
OF VITAL STATISTICS

America Far Behind Other Nations in Regard toRegistrations.Accurate Figures Fundamen¬tal to Practical Application of Hygiene,
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Washington, January ill..Ah lht«r-

r:-tuii; slatemen i regarding the estab¬lishment by the Census Bureau of a
provisional birth registration area, in
tic (Tnitctl States, for the purpose of jcompiling statistics enabling the,scientific study and prevcnl'on of in-fa.ntile mortality, has been submitted10 Census Director Durand, by Dr.O' Hsy [,. Wilbur, chief statistician forvital statistics in the Census Bureau,v. ho is directing the work.The statement notes that it may be
f iiprl»ing and even humiliating to the
average American citizen |o learn thattliis country is fai behind most foreignnations in regard ti> vital statistics,and that there Is hot a single State.even a sin^h city, in the entireUnited states which possesses a com¬plete registration of births. Bostonclaims !', have the best, but only !u3cent complete, while probably the1ti I worthless registration of births:among all the cities of tho entirev orld, it is stated, may be claimed byBaltimore. Chicago and New Orleans;Although foreign countries register'practically 100 per cent, of their births,i: was decided by the Census Bureau.when it began to establish provisionalregistration area, that the high stand¬ard abroad could not lie maintained inthe United States. In fact, for theStales Svliose vital statistics and rec¬ords are now reported to the Census!Bureau, the- minimum accuracy ac¬cepted is r«(j per centThe transcripts of the original birth

DOES YOUR watch
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registration records in the Slates in theprovisional area have heen received
a i i lie Census Rurcau, and the workof compiling I he figures is being push¬ed to completion. Meanwhile, the cam-päig in arouse public interest in thematter of complotc registration ofbirths, with the especial object of pre¬vention "i infantile mortality, is beingai lively and widely waged. Owing tothe fart that, with the exception of jth. District of Columbia and the Ter¬ritories, all laws governing vital sta¬tistics an' Stai. enactments, and notnational in origin; the task of securinguniformity in methods and thorough-ness in enforcement is most d illicit It.it is only by co-operating with Statemedical associations and State hoardsOf health that any progress is beingmade. The Census Uureau can anddoes aet onlv upon the leipiest. andwith the fuH'co-operatlon <>i the Sun.and sanitary officials.Ai the present time there is a billbefore Congress providing for betterlegist ra t ion of births in the Districtof Columbia. Such legislation for theDistrict should he a model and stand¬ard for similar Pills to be presentedto the Legislatures in other States. Na¬tional associations have been formedfor the purpose of arousing public in¬terest in a campaign ngainst the pre¬ventable cause:- of death, especially.the very high mortality of infants.Many leading women's clubs are alsoengaged in an educational movementalong these lines.
The statement adds that what ischiefly needed in planning and con-ducting this work are complete andaccurate statistics of infantile mor¬tality for individual cities, rural dis¬trict^, atol Slates for the nation as awhole. The accurate statement of in¬fantile mortality requires the completeand satisfactory registration of bothbirths and deaths The statistical de¬finition of the term .'infantile mor¬tality" is "the ratio of the numberof deaths of infants under one yearof age. exclusive for stillborn, to i.onochildren horn alive." Reference ismade to a recent report Py the censusj committee on tin registration ofbirths, in which it is stated:"Talk about registration of birthsin the United States! Why. for notinore than one-half (.".:..:: per cent.) of]tie- total population of this country isthen even fairly accurate registrationof deaths alone. No other civilizedIllation on the «face of the earth so!rieglccts Its duly in this respect orholds the vital records of its peoplein such low esteem. America shouldhot mean barbarity in its relation toinfantil» ''f.-.'
Tin remedy proposed for this con¬dition of .irr.-.t.-. should provide, ijrst,tot the enactment of adequate laws forcomplete registration ot births anddeaths in all Slates that do not atpresent posses* them; ami. second, forthe thorough enforcement of present'

laws and of now law? when' enacted
It is stated that the principles uponwhich successful registration laws
must he enacted in this country have
been thoroughly settled in the light of
pract'eal experience, and a model law
In conformity with such principles has
been drawn tip and indorsed by medi¬
cal and public health associations.
This law lias been put into operationin several States, and Is giving most,
excellent and satisfactory results where
its provisions are realty enforced; but
in the great majority of States the com¬
pulsory enforcement ot the provisions
of the laws for the resist rnt ion ofbirths; by means of the penalties pro¬vided for nohcompHahce, Is practicallya dead letter, and is mainly responsiblefor the worthless character of theUnited States statistics of births andlitt» utter absence of any reliable fig¬ures for Infantile mortality.It is estimated that In the UnitedStates the deaths of babies less thana year old constitute one-fifth of theannual total mortality, and of thesedeaths at least 12.">.000 noed not haveoccurred if modern hygiene, as it isknown to-day. were practiced univer-sally. jThe Bureau of Census has been con-tinttally laboring, since its permanentorganization in 1902. for better vital:statistics, which means as a very im¬portant part thereof registration ofinfant mortality. It is urged that theattack upon infant mortality beginswith the diarrhoea! and intestinal dis¬eases of infancy. The proven! ion oTthese diseases, which tire pre-eminently"tilth diseases," will wipe but one-fourth of the total number of deathsof babies under two years of age.The accurate collection, tabulationand analysis of records of births,deaths, hinrriages, divorces and sick¬ness -may i>o said to constitute thebookkeeping of humanity. Tt is fun¬damental to the practical applicationof hygiene to secure higher efficiency,longer duration of life, and fuller meas¬ure of happiness. P. II. McG.
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UYS STEAMER FOR
DEPENDENT LINE

The Aurora Bid In by Horace
Furmari at Auction for

$1,050.

ALLEGED SWINDLER CAUGHT

Grand Jury Resumes Investiga¬
tion of Appomattox Com¬

pany's Affairs.

Times-Dispatch Buren it,
10ft North Sycamore Street,
Petersburg, Va., January 31.

The steamei Aurora, of the Phillips
Line, running between Petersburg and
Richmond, was sold at public filter
tion by lotrtlott Roper, ,lr., anil |. A. 0.
Groncr, receivers of the lino, this af-
icrnoon, and was purchased by Horace
I'urtnan. of this city, on a hid of $1,050.
The first bid was $500, and there were
only two bidders for the boat.

It is the intention of the purchaser
to establish an independent or peo¬
ple's line between Richmond and Pe¬
tersburg, and points on James River.
The warehouses of the Phillips Line in
Petersburg and Richmond were, not
sold.

Civil Stilt Decided.
The Hustings Court was engaged for

several bout.-, to-day in the trial of the
suit of the l bn p ire Distilling Company,of New York, against \V. .1. Broekwcll,
of this city, an action to recover the 1
sum 01 on certain notes given
by the defendant. The jury rendered a
verdict for the plaintiff company, for
the full amount claimed, with interest.
Roper & Davis were the attorneys for
. he plaintiff, and l,assister & Drnwryfor the defendant.

Death in Anhevlllc.
A telegram received here announces

the death in Ashevllle, N. C'. at 7
o'clock this morning of G. A. Peterson
a well known merchant find citizen of
Petersburg. Mr. Peterson was the son
of the late Key. P. A. Peterson, D. D..
of the Virginia Conference, and had
long been engaged in mercantile, bus¬
iness in ihjs ,ity. Ho was lite pres¬ident of the Peterson-Nelson HardwareCompany, and was formerly the senior
mouther of the E'eterson-Jcffcrson Com.
baity. |((. was about forty years old.Is survived by his wife und one child.Mb had been in declining health for
some time. The remains will bobrought In Petersburg for burial.

Arrest of Aliened Swindler.
Chief of police Ragland was advised

several days ago by the PeriodicalPublishers' Association, of New York,to he on the lookout for an alleged
Swindler, who had been visiting- various

¦sections of the country, soiling the
American Magazine at a very low price,
and offer-iiiR as. a premium to sub¬
scribers an ebony back toilet set, and
collecting the subscription money in
advance The association stated that
no stich matt was connected with it orwith the Magazine. The man gave re-eeipts under several different names,and a description of him was sent toChief Itagland. To-day the man wasdiscovered at his work in Petersburg,and Detective Heclar and Officers Hud-
gins and Stewart were put on his trail.He gave the officers tin exc iting chasebefore be was captured, runningthrough Tnbb, High and cross Streets,and in and out of houses, He givesthe name here of N. Goldman, and willhe held for his appearance In the Po¬lice Court to-morrow.

Struck by a Train.Mary Kli/.n Hornier, an aged colored
woman, living in Pocahontas, \yasstruck and probably fatally injuredthis morning by the Cannon Ball trainwhich left hero for Richmond a fewminutes after 11 o'clock. The old wo¬
man, it was said, was picking up coalalong the track in Pocahontas, and didnot get out of the way jif the train,which was slowed down quick enoughto prevent the accident. She was badlycut and bruised about the head andbody, and was sent to the hospital tohe cared for.

I ii vent I nation Itea ii med.After a recess since Friday evening,the grand jury of the Hustings Courtresumed its investigation of the OldAppomatlox Company, sitting from 10A. M. to 2 P. M.. and meeting againthis afternoon at 4:30 o'clock. Th«witnesses before the grand jury werePaul Pet tit. W. l,. Young, Robert Cab-antss and Charles Hall Davis, the lastbeing in lite chair- when the adjourn¬
ment at 2 o'clock took place, and being
¦Cggggg-1 5- -_MB
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recalled this afternoon.
The jury i~ nearing thf? close of its

Investigation, and may probably be
beard from to-morrow.

Pcrnonnl und Other*vl*e.
Mrs. John Herbert Claibornc and

daughter. Miss Donald Claiborne, left
yesterday for Now York, whence they
will sail for Bermuda for a visit of
several weeks. *

A large crowd of people attended
the opening of the new Petersburg'
Hospital yesterday afternoon and last
night, and expressed great delight with
the institution in its completeness and
beauty.

It is said that three of the lawyers
in Dinwiddie county arc candidate?for the office of Commonwealth's at¬
torney.
Thomas ft. Clarke, for several terms

the member of the House of Delegatesfrom Dtnwlddie, will offer for re-elec¬
tion this year.
A meeting of the directors of theSociety for the. Prevention of Crueltyto Animals was held last night and

plans for work were discussed. An
agent of the society was not'elected,though there are several applicantsfor the position. The board desires to
get the best man for the place. A
committee wa's appointed to solicit
membership for the society.
The second session of the public,schools begins to-morrow. The recent

examinations have resulted in manypromotions. of pupils and the forma¬tion of new classes.
Secretary William M. Martin willprbbably he sent as a delegate fromthe Chamber of Commerce to theSouthern Commercial Conference, tobe held in Washington February 13.Joseph IT. Slater, eighteen years old,son of Mrs. Bmma Slater, on Mistletoe

Street, died at an early hour this morn¬
ing in the Petersburg Hospital of peri¬tonitis. He had been ill for severalweeks, but was taken to the hospitalonly two or three days ago.

Surgery nt Hospital.
By Invitation Of Dr. \V, P\ Drewry,superintendent of the Central StateHospital, Dr. Shelton llorsley, of the.Medical College of Virginia, Richmond,visited tha/t .Institution to-day and,with the assistance* of the hospitalstaff, operated on several of the pa¬tients. Operations of this characterhave heretofore proved beneficial, andonly such patients as it is thought willbe benefited are operated on.
Cases of hookworm disease havabeen found r>.t^ the hospital.

After ii Xegro Insul tor.The police or this city arc on thelookout for one Moses Jackson, a for¬
mer Insane negro, and believed to besomewhat insane now, who is chargedwith insulting a young woman at herhome in Chesterfield. lie Is thoughtto he making his way towards Peters¬burg. Parlies are Minting for him inChesterfield, and lynching might havefollowed his capture. The negro wasdriven from '.he house at the point of
,t pistol.
Sunday wjs Anti-Saloon League Day

in Petersburg:, und several of the
Methodist pulpits were occupied i>yprominent Anti-Saloon preacher.-.

CO.\Pi:ItK.VCK TO COVSIDRR
>ii3ftn>:n or two citiics

[Special to The Times-1 »ispatch.]
Norfolk, Va.. January 31..A confer¬

ence between representatives Of the
Portsmouth Business Men's Association
and the Board of Trade of Norfolk
will be held to-morrow night at S:3H
o'clock in the directors' room of the
Norfolk organization. The conference
is relative to the proposed consolida¬
tion Of tue two cities.

It is expected that the meeting willbe largely attended by those interest¬ed, as recently the question of merg¬ing the two cities bus been given freshimpetus. It is said that somethingtangible regarding the lnnu discussedconsolidation of the two cities Is likelyto result from the meeting.
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C A 3 T O R i A

Lenses assure perfect* vision far
and near without, visible dividing
lines, surface being smooth. Those
who use them are delighted. We %
are manufacturers of Krypt»ok ^Lenses and Builders of Everything $

GOOD FOR THE EYES %
Prescription Work Our Specialty <p

Thes'GALESK!0ptEc8iG0, *
MAIN AND BROAD AND f.AND- <PEIGHTH THIRD t£>

Kodak Headquarters i

Taxi-Cab Service
Day and. Night.PHONE.

Madison 46 Day.
Madison 4S Night.

Call for the "Alco."
RICHMOND TRANSFER COMPANY


